2020 Romance Through The Ages Contest First Round Score Sheet

Entry #: Manuscript Name:
Category: Judge Code:
Name of Character for Legend Award:

TOTAL SCORE (Max 60 points)

Judge’s Bio: Unpub _ Unpub, awards PRO  Pub,romance _ Pub, other

1.) OVERALL STORY_
How compelling did you find this entry? Use a 1-10 scale (1 being the lowest, least
compelling, “Not at all” and 10 being the most, the highest, “I couldn’t set it down”).

Some questions to consider in your comments: What was compelling? When did you get
hooked or when did the writer start to lose you as a reader? Was the opening strong?
What surprised you? Alternately, was there anything that felt recycled or not fresh? Was
there anything that held you back from being deeply interested in the story?

2.) CHARACTERS (hero/first protagonist) (heroine/second protagonist)
TWO SCORES

How compelling did you find the characters? Use a 1-10 scale for hero/first protagonist
and a 1 to 10 scale for the heroine/second protagonist (1 being the least compelling, and
10 being the most compelling”).

Some questions to consider in your comments: In what way did you find the characters
compelling? Were you enchanted, intrigued, shocked, or outraged? What did you like?
What did you not like? Was there anything you didn’t necessarily like, but were intrigued
by anyhow? Was there anything that held you back from being deeply interested in the
characters? Were some characters more developed than others? Which character did you
find most compelling? Least? What do you think the writer did well in crafting
characters? Anything you think he/she could do differently?

3) TENSION

How compelling did you find the tension? Use a 1-10 scale (1 being the least amount of
tension and 10 being a great deal of tension).




Some questions to consider in your comments: What added to the sense of tension? What
detracted from it? Did the story start off tense? Was the tension between the hero/first
protagonist and heroine/second protagonist natural and compelling? Did the romantic
tension feel forced? Anything the writer could do to ramp up tension?

4) WANTING MORE

How eager are you to read the rest of this story? Use a 1-10 scale (1 being the least eager,
“Not interested at all” and 10 being a “great deal of eagerness”).

Some questions to consider in your comments: Would you read it tonight if you could? Is
there anything that you haven’t mentioned above that made the story compelling or not
compelling? Anything you think might help the writer in honing their craft?

5) TECHNIQUE

How compelling did you find the technique, including competency in basic writing
structure (mechanics)? Use a 1-10 scale (1 being the lowest and 10 the highest).

Some questions to consider in your comments: Does the author’s voice create a vivid and
compelling story? Is point of view clear throughout? Are transitions smooth? Is there
appropriate balance between showing and telling? Are sentence lengths and paragraph
structures varied? Is the entry relatively free of errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation?

The Legend Award is a separate score below. Do not combine with above scores.

TOTAL SCORE (Max 10 points)

LEGEND AWARD

How memorable is the character? Compare to your favorite on a scale of 1 - 10 (1 being
“least memorable” and 10 being “I’ll never forget this character”).

Some thoughts to consider: What about the character grabbed your attention and didn’t
let go? What brought the character to life for you? What didn’t appeal to you? If the
character was flat on the page, why? What would have brought the protagonist to life for
you?




